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A 
SERMON 
Preached before the 
KING and QUEEN, ec. 


m_\ 


i Tim. Nl. Ver. 16. 


And without controverfie, great 1s the myſtery 
godlineſs : God was manifeſt inthe fleſh, juſtified 
in the ſpirit, ſeen of Angels, preached untothe 
Gentiles, believed on #n the world, and received up 
mto 2107 ys 


" HE moſt venerable part of Re- 


ligion conſiſts in the Myſteries it 
contains : and the more ſacred and 
{ublime that theſe are, the Reli- 
gion to which they belong, becomes thereby ſo 
much the more Auguft. The minds of Men 
are ſubje& to rwo extreams in the matter 
of Myſteries: ſome have fuch a liking for 
every thing that pretends tro Myſtery, that 
this alone ferves to recommend all thingsto 
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them ; and as it Religion were deſigned to 
oive perpetual affronts' to Reaſon, they de- 
ipiſe things that are jntelligible, and think 
it 11S a Eha actey of a mean and con- 
remptible Religioh. if it is not full of un- 
accountable things : and they ſcem to be fo 
raken with a ſickneſs after Mſtery, . that the 
more: abſurd that any Do&trines are, they like 
them the better : this ſerving to gild or 
{weeten the Pill : and perhaps they think that 
a fond credulity will atone for all other 
faults ; as if an eafineſs of believing might 
ſerve to compound for the moſt hainous fins. 
But on the other hand, ſome have ſuch thoughts 
of themſelves, and of the force and compaſs 
of their own Reaſons, that they think itan 
unreaſonable impoſing on them to expe that 
they ſhould believe any thing which they can- 
nor- quite comprehend. 

The Mean between theſe, is to fix ſuch 
ſure meaſures in this matter as may preſerve 
us both from a tamenels, that may expoſe us 
ro be an eafje Prey-to every one that will 
force perſwaſions on us; with this bugbear, 
that they are Myſteries, and thar therefore they 
cught to be believed, even before they are 
examined : and alſo on the other hand, from 
fuch a ſwelling of pride, as to reject every 

thing. 
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thing how ſolemnly ſoever atteſted; - only be- 
co it does not agree with our Notior's, 
We have St. Paul here in my Text concluding 
a charge that he had given to Timthy, and 
in him to all that ſhould miniſter in hoy 
things, that he ſhould from-the Rules- here 
ſet him, learn how he ought to behave him- 
ſelf in the Churchof God : for fince the World 
that is ever apt to be implicit in its thoughts 
of Religion, will judge of that which they do 
not know, nor underſtand, 1 mean the Do- 
Erine, from that which they do ſee and know, 
I mean the lives of theſe who do teach and 
profeſs it; and fince the Majeſty that is in ſome 
M yſteries requires a ſuitable authority acd gra- 
vity [in thoſe that handle and propoſe them ; 
therefore the obligation thar lies on Church- 
men to a great exactnels of deportment, ap- 
pears particularly from this, That the Myſtery 
of their Religion 1s without controverſte zreat : 23d 
that it is likewiſe a Myſtery of godlin:ſs that leads 
ro Right thoughts of God, and to a way of 
worthipping him, thar is ſuitable to his Nature 
and Attributes : both which conſiderations 
agree to point out this to us, "That the Biſhop; 
and Paſtors of the Church ought ro be Men 
of a ſublime pitch of mind, and of an naattected 
4 tritnels of holinels. 
| In 
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In ſpeaking to theſe words I ſhall con: 
ſider, 


I. What is the true and ftri& Notion of a 
Myſtery in general. 

[[. What reaſon there may be for us to believe 
ſuch Myſteries as may be revealed to us by 
God. | 

I. How credible the: Myſteries mentioned 
in my Text are in themſelves, 

IV. What reaſon we have offered to- us that 
obliges us to believe them, 

V. In. what ſenſethis is a Myſtery. of godlineſs. 


E Myſtery. in its common and general No- 
tion, is a Sacred Secret: and it was. chiefly a 
plied by the Heathens who firſt uſed the word, 
ro thoſe Rites and' Ceremonies by which Men 
were cither initiated into Religion, or recon- 
ciled to the Deity : and the performance of theſe 
things, had. in it many ſecrets. which the Prieſts. 
were careful enough to conceal, and thereby to 
2ncreale their value. Among the Romans it was. 
one of the Methods by which the People: were 
managed to make them believe that publick 
misfortunes riſe from ſome error. in the per- 
formance of the ſervice that they paid their 
Gods. A Deputation.of fifreen Men who were 


of- 


i 


. before the King and Queen. . 5 


of the moſt intite confidence was appointed on, 
great occaſions; to examine the Rityals of their, — 
Religion ; and theſe either found or pretended 
they:had found out, both the error that had been 
committed,and the proper Remedy : upon which 

it was given out,that the offended Deity was paci-, 
fied; and thereupon the People that were out. 
of heart, took new courage ; and this to be ſure, 
contributed not a little ro :the procuring them 
better Succeſs. | From this common uſe of. the 
Term Myſtery, it is applied in ſome places in the 
New Teſtament, to ſome of the Rites and 
Doctrines of Chriſtians. 

"Marriage is {aid to be a Myſtery, not as if there 
were. any thing: Myfterrous, in that Compa&, 
which is founded on the Laws of Nature and 
Society : but St. Paul had been ſhewing the re- 
ciprocal tie that is between the Man and the 
Wite; by which ic appears that a Man can no 
more have two Wives, than a Wife have two 
Husbands :'' and upon that he ſays, That in Foeſ. « 
this lay a Myſtery relating to Chriſt and the Church ; 32. = 
that is, a myſtical Argument to prove.that the 
Gentiles were ro be brought to equal priviledges 
in the Diſpenſacion of the Mefſias with the Jews : 
for the Prophecies having expreſſed the Union,of 
God' with. Mankind, in the Meſſias, under the 
figure of a Marriage, then-it follows according 

| f to 
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to the” Allegoty of x Marriage, thar all: muſt be-: 
called ro Ritii- int 'an equalicy of privitedge and-: 
dHpnity'; antÞnot asithe Fows itmagined, char they 
were ro-have many: Priviledges under the Meſlias 
above the' Getiles, whowere only to have: a:fe- 
condi fRite after! ther. Now in the Myſtical 
way of 'ar&uing' whicly was in _nfe among the 
Jews at that time, ic was'no il way to convince 
thetn; &© ſhew' that'the whole Churely wasto:, 
come" as6nec' Wiſe wndet the frme Prividedges :0-/ 
chervile 2 diſparity in thag: ſome havinig more” 
and (orvie fewer, looked like:the State of Polyga- 
my,or Concubinate,and not.of ſingle: Marniagg.; 

Burto-return'fronyrhisdigrefifion : The: Sacra- 
ments of rthe'Chriſtian Religion game to'be/al{o, 
called Miſtries, becauſe im nſec, Men were miti- 
ated' and confirmed in their Religion ; yet not 
by any ſecret methods that Priefhs only might 
know; bur in actions thar yecre plain; ſimple arid 
fignifeative. a | : 

This great Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religji- 
on, mentioned in my Texr,. of God's dwelling 
among us ir; fleſh, islikewiſe called a Mhſtery, 
as: containing it, not any ſecret: which was too 
facred to'be'trnfted to T.ay-hands,rtiar Prieſts only 
might knowbur carrying in it a-ſublime diſcovery 
of the Divine Marure,and of the Perſon and: Cov 
ceprion'of the Saviour! of the World. | : 

An 


— , 
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H.And this leads me ro:theſecondpoint,which 
is ro thew , "Tharif any ſuch -extraordinary diſ- 
.covery'is made, we ought not thereupon -to-be 
prejuliced apainſt it, becauſe -it 'eontains fome 
things,of which we carr form no clear and diſtinct 
Notion. /Itifeems indeedat firſt view athard.im- 
poſition-oN us, to require us to: believe that of 
-which we-can form no-thoughe at all, and which 
by:evnſequence'is narhing to us. Ir ſeems alfo 
unreaſonable-to think 'thar God hasigiven us ,Fa- 
 cvilties which yer we muſt contradidt and.over- 

rule in-matrers of Religion. (Bur allzhis,how 
amuchſoever irmay beenlarged;and howſpecions 
-ſoever it-may appear, will have lefs!force:wherric 
is conſidered; Thar really. our Facultics are iſp defe- 


five,that we do-not penetrate imtothe|Efſence of 


any-oneithing whatſoever:; andthereforetho'we 
can never.beobligedto [belieyeany thing that is 


contrary to our Faculties anzto our firmpleſt:Con- - 


.ceptions,yet wemay be obliged 10 believe things 
in which we find ,Difticulcies, through which-we 
-carindt- make our way. 
 "Thenotionsof Time, Space and Motion, are en- 
-tangled with'inexericable difficulties; the continui- 
ry of Matter;or the admitting of Yacuities in,it,are 
-ſabj&vro- no leſs exceptions ; but-theſe ate-mat- 
ters of & more:remoce? ſpeculation : That whith is 
mote(cnfible:rtoevery-pne, iis, That therearein 
B 2 us 
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. us thinking Beings, which we call Souls, that are 
united to Beings of a. quite different 'nature, 
- which are: Bodtes, in fo ſtrange a manner, that the 
.a&s of the Mind give the Body a great variety 
of motions : We will, we reaſon, we remember, 
ſpeak, or move, and immediately our animal Spi- 
rits go into the Chanels into-which they are di- 
rected, without miſtaking their Way or their Ex- 
. rand; Now, how the acts of a Mind ſhould give, 
or, at leaſt; dire&t the motion of Matter, is as un- 
conceivable to us, as how the motions of Matter 
ſhould give a Mind Pain or. Joy ; yet after all, in 
: fact we find itis (0, though we can give ourſelves 
no reaſonable account how-it ſhould be {o. In- 
deed,if we examin Memory alone;it affords us mat- 
ter enough for wonder ; for it is not conceivable, 
how we ſhould have lodged in our Brain the Fi- 
gures of all words, perſons, and things, which we 
can tall up when we pleaſe, and fo quick-as words 
come into our Mouths when we ſpeak ;: Now, 
what the Nature, the Variety, and Order of all 
theſe Figures ſhould be, is. that which; we can. as 
little underſtand, as how the Soul [ſhould read 
them, (if I may ſo ſpeak) andbe ableto.do no- 
thing without them. Thus it appears, that in the 
ching which of all others we ſhould be- like ro.un- 
deiſtand beft; I mean our own Souls dwelling in 
our Bodies, and acting. upon them, we plainly 


per- 
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perceive, that a thing may be true, thoagh at rhe 
{fame time all the notions that we can form of-it 
do preſent to us difficulties concerning ir, which 
- we cannot overcome. | 

It will then beno prejudice againſt Religion, if 
ic ſhould offer ſome things to us, that we cans as 
little reconcile to our own-notions, as we can. do, 
that of our Souls lodging in our Bodies, and go- 
verning them. Ir ſeems indeed to be very-uticon- 
ceivable, how the ſame Perſon ſhould be both 
God and Man ; but it is not a whit more conceiva- 
ble, how the fame Man ſhould confiſt both of-Body 
and Soul, ſo united in one, that the Properties of 
both ſhould belong to the ſame man, who from 
the characters of his Mind, may be-ſaid ro be juſt; 
wiſe,and good; and from the characters of his Body, 
may be faid to be tall, fair, or ſickly. So. that 
though theſe, tritly ſpeaking, belong only to 
ohe part of a Man; yet the denomination from 
each of them, goes to the whole. | 

Ic cannot be denied} that our Souls. are united 
to our Bodies, though we do not conceive how 
ie ſhould be fo; for we muſt conſider, that- all 
that which is imported by this Union, 1s, that 
our Bodies being put and kept in ſuch a mes» 
chanical rexture and dilpoſition, our Souls act 
upon and govern: them, - both in their vital;and 
their free or rational Operations : And this Go- 
| Vernment 


—— O—_— 


—— 


yo AallSermonon QuraruesDar = 


wernmentjs:called :the Union gf our Soul and Body ; 
which :is no other (than .the Bodies being -pur 
;and kept in ſuch a Mechanical. State,, -thar the 
motion of the Animal Spirits runs regulasly 
.throiugh jt, which -way ſoever the Acts -of the 
Mind do :determine and diet it ; ,and-when 
the -Rtrucure of the Bady is ſo :dilerdered,:thar 
.the animal Spirits;do their wark-imprrfedtly;then 
Pain ;and Sicknels :fallow upan it-;, !þut when 
they can do-nothing, then Death comes, the 
Body being-no longer in ;a diſpoſition to be 
ſubardinate to the 'Mind. By yertue -of -this 
WUnion, the !/Mind receives likewiſe' many Sen- 
fations:from the Body.All which,lead-us veryinear 
the forming iſomewhart like a notion of.the Union 
of the Two Natures in Chriſt. For, if a Body, 
-which is 2:different ſort 'of Beings/from-the,$ovl, 
ds capable af being brought under ſuch an.cim- 
mediate and conſtant-direcion from the ,Mind, 
as we ſee it is in our (elves ;thercit ismort at.,all.ab- 
ifurd to think, that:the Soul of a man ſhould be 
broughtunder.an immediate.and cariſtant;actua- 
tion from the ;Divine Nature, which may as 
well denominate God and Man :to-be ane, as 
the Union af - the :Soul and Body denamiinates 
the :Compound :of beth ;tocbe one Wan :: and 
as :the- whole Man »has the; Atrributes :bath of | 
Soul and Body given to htm, :fothe whole: m-our | 


Saviour 
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Saviout' may alſs have the! Actributes' both: of 
God and: Man given to! him. '' And: this/ is as 
tre ant Union. as: is that berween Soul! and 
Body ; only; whereas the Buy gives ſenſarions: 
of Pain. and Pleaſure ro the Mmd, by vertiie 
of the Union: between- them; the perfetion of _ 
the Divine Nature is ſueh, char” it can receive 
no" reciprocal. Returns: from- the Humane Na+ | 
ture ;- though it does immediately and conſtant-- 
ly a&upon-and: condiicÞBit. ' ddd a 

'þ dv not! pretend, that this does fally' explain 
the Myſtery, bur it- brings it nearer ts aur 
Thoughts : S6' that iff it does nor help: us t& 
comprehend ir clearly, yer it carries us! for'far 
wward it, that we' perceive! that it! is" nor im» 

offible : and that is all' which is ar' preſent of- 
ered. at, : 
| There is ſomewhat in the Old Teſtament; 
thar will alſo: contribute ro give us # more dis 
ſtin&. notion of this Myſtery. There was a 
Maſs of ſhining Matrer that hovered over the 
Cherubims,, which was wrapped abour with a 
Cloud; and it ſforaetimes broke through it, and 


gave Anſwers to- the ]/raelites; when they'confal- ,,... ,, 
ed God'by the High-Prieſts. This had at firſt ap- 34 3* 

S ared to the whole Nation, in the Wilderneſs, 

and reſted on the top of the Tabernacle, and 

f went before them in their March, and was the 

r | 
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lating character of God's Preſence among then. 
It was the ſtanding Miracle of their Religion, } 
which none of their Idolatrous Kings could ever 
diſprove ; and it continued among them till; 
their Temple was deſtroyed by the Babyloniany.. 
Now this. ( loud was called Gows Face, his Glory, 
Pla.80.1, and the Light of his Countenance, and even God 


IP himſelf. O thou that dwelleft between the ( beru- 

2” * bims, ſhew thy ſelf, and ſhine forth. And yer ne- 

ver was there any thing more carefully mana- 

ged, than the diverting that People. from: every 

ſtep that might have any tendency to Idolatry. 

So the true account of this Cloud's - being ſo 

ſpoken of, is, That this Maſs of pure and bright, 

matter, as well as the thicker Cloud that was 

folded about ic, muſt have beer: quickly difſi- 

pated, according to the Laws of Motion , all 

Flame being quickly gone, it not fed by new 

Fewel ; but that God by an a&t-of,his Power; kept 

ic conſtantly m that fixed ſtate; and did ſome: 

' times make it break through the Cloud to de- 

| clare his mind to his People that conlulted him. 

| So by vertue of the conſtant impreſſion that. God 

J made upon that, matter, he was ſaid; to bein 

| 5 ic ;and by vertue of that, the Clouds. ſaid! to | 
|| be G O D. 
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' Now 1t was. prophefied, that the Glory-of the 


ſecond Temple ſhould be- greater than the Glory of #* +9 


the firſt; and this Cloud, in which God was pre- 
fent, being, the - proper Glory, of. the:firſt, and- it 
being wanting in the.ſecond, a higher degree of 
Glory was God's not only acting upon, and 'ap: 
pearing in a Maſs of dead matter; but his a&: 
ing upon and appearing in animated matter; in 
a Man. that had all the Principles and Ingredi- 
ents of our Nature in him. And thus-this My 
ftery that God was manifeſt m the fleſh, has nothing 
in it that can render it any way Incredible, er 
ther from the Principles of Reaſon or  Philolo- 
phy, or from the diſcoveries that were mad 
concerning, God in the Old Teſtament, | "341 
As for another part of this Myſtery, that our 
Saviour was born of a Virgin, that carries not 
any thing in it, which reaſon ſhews to be ab: 
ſurd or impoſſible. For all matter being 1ini- 
form, and only different by the figure and mo: 
tion into which it is put, as God did upon the 
firſt creation of matcer, pur it into what Form he 
plealed, he- can {till -pur' any patt'of it, 'itits 
whar ſhape or motion he intends ro Impreſs up- 
on it: fo thar 'there is no difficulry in appre- 
hending how Godt could have formed the firſt 
Principles of our Saviour's Body in the- Virgin. 
And''it being neceſſary that-che Author'ot {6 
ST IT C holy 
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holy\ca-- Religion ſhould 'be' perfectly pure and 
holy,'that:he might be a perfect Pattern, and fo 
recommend- his. Doctrine with the more advan- 


rage, it -was/uicable: tor this;;1that he ſhould have 


none + of.- thoſe Frailties in-|hys !Nature:and Con- 


{tirution, , which might have expoſed: him to the 
tailings, into which the beft Men that have their 
Natures vitiated with thoſe ll Inclinations, are 
apt.co-fall. -. Iris certain; that with the firſt Princi- 
les of - our 'Being, there are derived: to 'us-the 
Seeds, of. ill Diſpolitions, both of Body. and 
Mind. Cronical Diſeaſes, ſuch as Gout - and 
Stone; Folly and Madneſs, are thus derived; and 
tho'this-is in Joine Inſtances more vihble and ſen: 
ſible than it. is4n- others, yet as every Man: has 
ſome particular feebleneſs, of which-ſome- Princi. 

ples. deſcend to thoſe who derive their: bein 
from- him, fo ;in-all Men - this is ſenſible, that 
their - Bodies - and; bodily Impreſſons:grow to0 
hard for their' Minds, and do always ſtruggle 
and often revolt againſt them. _ It. was then ſuta- 
ble both tO this -Holy-Religion, and to the U- 
nion unto which the Divine Nature. aſlumed- the 
Author--of it, that he ſhould be free from: All 
that- diſorder; and therefore the matter from 
which he: was to take his beginning, was to be 
{o exactly; reEtified and purifed, that there.ſhou]d 
be no- Principle of ill Inclination in 4r : for!,we 
| perceive 
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perceive that :our Minds: act (0 ninch He miore 


_ perfectly; the» more -pure - and clear, rhat-6ur 


Bodies are:: We grow:.as our Bodies ripen, to' be 
another '{ort of: Beings, than'we were- when 'we 
were firſt born ;- and.z Diſtemper ur our Brain, 
may ſo hide or :dilorder all our Ideas; that”: we 
may thereby become in a moment fir for ti0- 
thing : nor thall it be a ſmall part of our hap- 
pinels -in another ſtate; that our Bodies 'fhall 
be highly -rectihed,, and fo: os" Minds! tmuſt 
become both purer. and fublitmer when they fhall 
dwell in Bodies of heavenly and exalted' matter. 
Uponall this, it is plain, thari'as there 'is' ng ab- 
ſurdity-in believing that our ' Saviowir's frrſt Prin- 
ciples were formed by Miracle, {o1r-was' highly 
{uitable cothe deftgirion which he was ſerit- into 
the World, that his Body ſhould be freed from all 
char diſorder which A AROW the onllitary: courſe of 

Nature. emi 5 
II, But yet aſter al chisjt may Kill by fad "m_ 
mult chings of this nature be required tobe be- 
lieved of. us ? why was this Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, which is hard enough in practice, mide'lo 
much the, harder, by containing. in”ic'{0' many 
things which render it ſo difficult to be believed'? 
And why were ſuch prejudices laid in the way, 
both ; of - Jews and Gentiles, by making theſe Do: 
Arines: [tobe parts of our Faith, which leerned -r 
2 javour 
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ſavour. of their, moſt-abſurd Fables , 4s if irhery 
were in the Godhead a deſcent fromr Fathey ro Son? 
To all which this is to be anſwered, that-as there 


was no DoEtrine more ancient and facred atnong: 


the Philoſophers, tha this of Three in the Deity; 
which is well known to all that have well exa- 
mined the' matter, {o nothing could more recom- 
mend a Religion, that was to: meet with' great 
oppolitions ': both in - the:-narure' of Man , and 
from the, Powegs that iwere then in" the ' World; 
than the great Dignity 'of : the Author of it ; 
and therefore, as he was brought 'into the'World 
with ſo, much Pomp, {o':many. Prophehies 'g0- 
ing before his. Birth, and: fo many Mitacles: ac- 
companymg:itz! a whole! Nation' being! {tleted, 
out: of, which ht was'to deſcend, and/a Relivi- 
on being Inſticured / that was full of Types and 
Ceremonies that. were . wo! be; accotnþliſhed*in 
him, ſo God thought fit to veſt him witW all 
poſſible Glory, ; that ſo his Doddrine- right nor 
only have the mote credit, but that all Men 
might be the more-encouraged ro come' into it, 
and / to contigue in it,” by the great Aſſiftances 
and the mighty Protection that they. were to'cx- 
pect from One that was the Head of Angels: and was 
alſo the brightneſs of the Fathers Glory: and fince it 
way neceſlary 'to draw Mea to think" ferionſly of 
Religion, by offering them a full and free Pardon 
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of all paſt fins, it being in vain to preſs Men to 
come into any Religion, it they are told that by 
their ſins they are already become milerable, patt 
Recovery and Redemption ; God therefore as he 
reſolved to offer a Pardon in the Goſpel,ſo thought 
fir todo it m ſuch a manner, as ſhould declare his 
hatred of ſin, as well as his love ro mankind ; and 
therefore he ſo ordered ir, that the Author of this 
Holy Religion after he had fully declared ic tothe 
World, ſhould be ſcized on by wicked Men; and 
be by them'cruelty: pur to death ; in the ſuffering 
of which, as he offered himſelf up with all ſubmil- 
ſion to the Will of God,and bore every thing with 
all imaginalye. patience ; ſo he telt in his mind,the 
moſt uncotcervable ſenſe imaginable of the {ins & 
milſeries'of mankihd,and of the offence done roGod 
by ſin, which railed in himthe vaſteſt Agonies pol- 
fible;- all which concurring ro make his Sutferings 
molt exquiſice,mult have overſet a human force, 
itthad not been ſupported from a higher Principle; 
Andas 'it pleated God to accept this of him, as a 
Sacrifice for the fins of the World, and to Crown 
him in reward. of it, not only-with bonour and #{ory; 
but by giving him all power both tm heaven and on earth; fo 
he conferred on him,an Authority of giving eternal 
life to all that ſhould believe on his Name ; and 
receive his Holy Goſpel, and live according'to it: 
and therefore ance the making. mankind erernally 

happy 
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happy, was a delign of ſo high a Narure, | it was 
ſuitable ro ſo-Glorious a Praject;! that the Perſon 
in and by whom all this ſhould be wrought, ſhould 
be raiſed up to the higheſt pirch of Glory: poſ: 
aeec- 3 0.43 cn  $ 15 OV LOI! 
Thus though it is always a: bold; Queſtion - to 
ask, why were things ſo ordered by God * Since if 
they are declared to us by him, we ought to con- 
clude, without any further enquiry, that they were 
ordered according to the beſt and moſt infallible 
Reaſon, even tho' we ſhould not be able to find it 
out ; yer here even we, can dilcern a great ſuta- 
blenels in all theſe high Myſteries; to the great 
Deſign of God in this Holy Religion. 

IV. Bur yer in thenext Place muſt be acknow. 
ledged that we ought never to be too eafie in be. 
lieving things, that ſeem hard Impoſitions on us ; 
and. thar therefore there ought to be a degree of 
certainty and. clearnels in the Revelation-of-any 
ſuch thing, that is proportioned to.' the weight 
and the extraordinary nature of that which is pro- 
poled to us; for as in the common affairs of life 
an ordinary degree of Evidence ſerves to perſuade 
us of an ordinary thing ; bur if | lomewhat that is 
very. much out of the way is told us, we' then are 
in the right, not to believe it, till we find it is 
well atteſted to us; and that by a very good 
Authority. So-in Divine matters ſuch/ Precepts 

of 
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of Morality as agree with our Natures and the 


ends of human Society, may be eaſily received, 
as needing no extraordinary authority to recom- 
mend them to us; but if Do&rines that are more 
above us are laid upon us, we ougnt to examine 
well the authority upon' which they relt , char 
ſo we may not become toocafie a prey, to eve- 
ry one that thinks tro ſubdue us with the ter- 
rour of the word Myſtery. Since then that the 
acknowledging that One-who as to all his outward 
appearance was a Man, like unto us, was allo 
the true and the-great God, or the Son of the living 
God, carries {ſuch an uncouth ſound in it,chat it nx- 
rurally affrighrs and ſtartles us, it is neceſſary thar 


though the poſlibilicy. of this has been already - 


conſidered, yet that before we believe it, we be 
ſure that itis a Truth, which is clearly revealed to 
us by God ; for a thing of this kind-mult appear 
im. the Scripture .if it atall in it, - withſuth an 
Evidence as mult pur paſt all doubt ; face ir'ts 
not ſuitableto the deſign and ends of Divine Reve- 
lation, that a thiag which is both ſo dark and yer 
{0 zmportant, as thismuft be acknowledged to be, 
ſhould be revealed, fo as to be proved only by 
Hints, Inferences, or fome Paſſages that are ca- 
pable of adouble meaning. 

Now in purſuance,of this, we muſt obſerve two 
things ; 1/t. That there is nothing which is more 
21 exprelly 
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/ and this is much leſs to be imao 


expreſly forbid in the Scriptures, than the giving 
Divine Adoration co a Creature. Idolatry is no 0- 
ther, than the Worſhipping thoſe that by nature are 
not Gods ; and even the Okd Teſtament for all the 
Compliances that were in it, to ſenſible nature, 
yet allowed of nothing that looked like Idolatry ; 

| oined in the New, 
that carriesReligion in all reſpects, to a higher de- 
oree of Sublimity and Purity than the Old did : 
This then is to be laid down for a Principle, that 
nothing is propoſed to us in the New Teſtament, 
as the proper Object of our Adoration, but God 
himſelf In the next place, it is no leſs plain, that 
all the Acts of Worſhip, ſuch as Adoration, Prayer, 
Praiſes, Faith, and Conhdence., and in a word, 
every Act by which we teſtifie our dependance on 


God, and our Homage to him, is declared to be 


due to Jeſus Chriſt in the ſame words, in which it is 
ſaid to be due to God himalelf ; therefore when theſe 
rwo things are laid together, the.refult of both is, 
that either the New Teſtament is the moſt Inco- 
herent and the worſt compoled Legend that ever 
was. Writ, in which one main and effential Point 


15 contradict by another, or that Jefnus Chriſt muſt be 
truly God. Iris certain, that he is either ſach, or we 


Chriſtians that pay hin Divine Adoration, in ſo 


ample.a manner as we do, are the greateſt [do- 


laters: that ever were. 
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And as this is contained in the New Teſta- 
ment, in expreſs words, {o the whole Do&@rine 
that is revealed in it, was atteſted in ſo eminent 
and ſo indiſputable a manner, as to leave no pre- 
rence to Infidelity ; ſo many Prophecies concur- 
ring in the Perſon of our Saviour to prove him 
the true Meſſias, promiſed to the Jews many A- 
ges before ; and ſo many Miracles appearing, fiſt 
at his Birth, and afterwards in the whole courſe 
of his Life, but above all at his Death, his Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion. 

The Apoſtles publiſhed the Hiſtory of all 
this ſoon after it was done, and mentioned many 
Circumſtances that were involved in it ; which, 
if falſe, might have been authentically over- 
thrown by the Jews, in whole Hands the Autho- 
rity was lodged at that time, and who had both 
Intereſt and Malice enough to ſet them on to 
make the Diſcovery. One part of the Story was 
ſuch,that it is not poſſible to believe that it could 
have paſt upon the World if it was nor true. 
The Apoſtles pretended, that after the Holy 
Ghoſt was poured out on them, they not only 
wrought Miracles, but had likewiſe the Gift of 
Tongues. Now this was ſuch a thing, that if 
it was falle, it was in the power of every one of 
any ſtrange Nation, to make the Diſcovery, and 
by ſo doing, to overthrow the Credit of the 
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whole Goſpel, We ſee, by what both Sueto- 
nius, Tacitus, and Pliny have left to us, that the 
Chriſtian Religion was ſoon ſpread up and 
down the World; and that both in Reme, and in 
remote Provinces,their Numbers and their Max- 
ims, made them to be very conſiderable. We 
alſo ſee, in the laſt of thele, that he had ftrialy 
enquired into their Doctrine, their Worſhip, and 
their Courſe of Life,and had put ſome of the Wo- 
men, that were the Deaconeſles in the Chur- 
ches, tothe Torture, to draw from them a dil 
covery of ſuch things whereof they were accu- 
ſed : Yet he found nothing but a great probity 
of Manners, and a great ſteadinels in adhering 
ro the Dofttine which was believed among 
them: Upon whoſe enquiry the Emperor or- 
dered a ſtop to be put tothe Perſecution,that was 
then begun : So that this carries in ic, not only an 
Apology for the Morals of Chriſtians, bur a proof 
of the Do&trines of Chriſtianity ; for it being (0 
ealy a thing to have confuted them, if theſe 
things which the Evangeliſts relate bad been 
falſe, ſince they cannot be ſaid ro be cunningly 
deviſed Fables; we cannot conceive how it ts 
pollible that their Enemies, who were then the 
Governing Party, did not diſcover, and fo con- 
found them. Upon the whole Matter then it 
appears, that God did by a profuſion of Mira- 
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cles, if I may ſo ſpeak, give this Divine Do- 
&rine its firſt Authority and Credit in the World ; 
and he continued to water what had been fo 
planted, with a ſucceſhon of miraculous Powers, 
which continued for ſome Ages in the Church, 
and to which the vary made moſt ſolemn 
Appeals, in the Apologies that they wric for their 
Relinion . of i Fr maker. ur to the 
Emperors, and others tothe Senate of Rome. If 
theſe Things which they aflert, and co which 
they appeal, had not been known to be certainly 
true, it is not eaſy to determine whether their 
madneſs in venturing upon ſuch an Appeal, or 
the Heathens in not joining iſſue with them in 
it, was the greateſt, 

And thus without Controverſy, Great #s the My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, or of the ( briftian Religion : God 
mas manifeſt in the Fleſh,that is,jn che Humane Na- 
ture of our Saviour, in which he dwelc. He was 
alſo juſtified in the Spirit, that is, proved to be lo, 
in the wonderful Evidences of the Divine 
Power, that were {olemnly given in the confic- 
mation of it: He was ſeen of Angels, the Hea- 
venly Hoſt appearing viſibly at his Nativity, and 
celebrating the Glory of it; preached unto the 
Gentiles by a company of poor illicerate Fiſher- 
men, who went about wich thoſe mighty Cre- 
dentials of the Gift of Tongues, and the you 
D 2 0 
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of Miracles ; atteſting the Truth of what they 
themſelves had ſeen, and known ; upon whole 
Evidence be was believed on in the World, by the Gen- 
tiles, tho reje&ed by the Jews ; who being pol- 
ſeſſed with falſe Prejudices concerning the Heſ- 
fias, could not then receive an humble and a ſu{ 
fering One, while they look'd for nothing bur 
Triumphs and Conquelts under him. But this 
loſs was more than ballanced by the great Mul- 
titudes of the Gentiles ; who tho they laboured 
under the Prejudices of their Education, and the 
more biaſſed Liberties which the Heathen Religi- 
on allowed them, yet did in great Numbers re- 


- nounce their [dolatry, and embrace a Religion 


Luke 24. 


Fl. 
Acts 5-9. 


that both obliged them to a great ſtriftneſs of 
Life, and alſo expoled them to many preſent 
Sufferings, beſides what the firſt Planters of ir 
warned them of, concerning a Perſecution that 
was quickly to overtake them, We ſee by Tacitus, 
what multitudes of them were in Rome in Nexro's 
Time ; and by Pliny, that almoſt all choſe of Bith- 
nia and Pontus, both in Town and Country, were be- 
come Chriſtian. And in concluſion, God thus made 
manifeſt, was received up into Glory ; which either 
relates to his Aſcenſion, whea in the ſight of his 
Apoſtles, while he was talking to them, and bleſ(- 
ſing them, He was caught up, ſo that they beheld 
him aſcending up into Heaven ; or this received in 

| Glory, 
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Glory, for ſo it may be rendred, may relate to 
the glorious Inſtances of God's Power, that 'ap- 
peared in the firſt planting of: Chriſtianity : For, 
as a Cloud of Glory had: appeared hovering over 
the Tabernacle, and leading the 7/raelites through 
the Wilderneſs, which gave the chief Authority 
to the Law of Moſes ; ſo in this. firſt ſetling of 
our moſt Holy Faith, God ſeemed, as it were, 
to have made bare: his Arm, and ſhewed the 
greatneſs of his Glory, as well as of his Power. 
'Fhus he appeared to St. Stephen at his Death, and 
to St. Paul at his. Converſ1on , but above all, the 
wonderful Eftufion of the Holy :Ghoft: at Pen- 
tecoſt, was ſuch a declaration of his Glory, as 
far exceeded all that ever had appeared before or 
ſince. 


V. In the laſt place it remains to be.conſider- 
ed, how this is ſaid to be a Myſtery of 'Godlineſs : 
The word ſignifies true Piety, or the right way of 
worſhipping God. So the meaning of this is, That 
the Wonders and Glories which appeared in the 
Perſon of Chriſt,” and at the planting of his 
Goſpel, are not only lofry Declarations of the 
Greatneſs and Power of God, and of the Truth 
of our Religion, upon which -we are to value our 
Selves, and our DoErines, but that they were 
all intended by God to give our. Religion the 
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"Notions of God, the worſhipping him ſuit 


more Authority, that ſo it might have he more 


' Efficacy upon us, for che reforming and govern- 
' ingot our Lives : for all the uſe that we make of 


them beſides, is only to boaſt, that we believe a 


Religion to which God has given 4 great deal of 


Credit, but to which we will give none at all. 

By Godloreſs is comprebended the having nigat 
to theſe, and the framing our whole Lives <4 
cording to them : And therefore we treat this 
Myfery but as a ſublime Cant, and not as a Myſte- 
ry of Godlineſs, unlels it has cheſe Effefts on ns. 
When our Minds are by this ſo poſſeſſed with -a 
noble Idea of God and of his Attributes, that we 
adore his Power, we admire his Wiſdom, and 
rejoice in his Goodneſs and Love : When we 
compare the Prophecies that went before, with 
their Accompliſhment in our Saviour's Perſon ; 
when we obſerve all the Ciccumftances of Provi- 
dence that accompanied this Tranſattion ; when 
from thence we form right Notions of the hate- 
fulnefs of Sin, and of the Purity of the Divine 
Nature, of his Juſtice as well as of his Mercy ; 
and when from all thele laid together, our Hearts 


become full of high and great Thoughts of God, 


which dwell upon us, and poſlets us, then we 
make it become to us a Myſtery of Godlimeſs indeed. 
Beſides, when this leads us to a right Notion of 
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the Worfliip of God, as not conſiſting m our- 
ward Pomp nor Glory, much lels in propoſing 
to our ſelves vihble Objefts of Worſhip, or in 
drefling it up, as if it were rather a ſort of Opera, 
than the Werſlhip of that God, who has in his 
Goſpel revealed himſelf to be Spirit and Truth, and 
that he will be worſhipped accordmgly. When 
our Worſhip conſiſts in humble AQs of confeſſing 
our own Sins, that needed fuch an Expiation, in 
earneſt Prayers for a Share in- all the Benefts of ie, 
and in ſolemn Acknowledgments. of the Won- 
ders of it, and of all thoſe Bleflings which we 


are always to own as the Effets of it, flow. . 


ing to us through it : When theſe, l fay, areour 
Thonghts and Exercifes in the Worſhip of 
God, then does this become to us a Myſtery v 
Godlinefſs. And fmally, when our Minds are ſo 
fealoned with it, that our whole Lives carry the 
Impreſſions of it upon them ; when we are a- 
fraid of departing from the Rules of it, when 
we are ſtrit in obſerving them ; when « appears 
that we highly value the Bleffing of the Know- 
tedg of the Goſpel, that we are ſenſible of the 
danger of lofing tt, and that we rejoice in it above 


all other things; and when the Honour of our . 


Religion does fo affeft us, that:we are wounded at 


Heart, when it falls under any Reproach or Sut- 


fering, but rejoice in all the Glory of it; when 


we TK. 
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we feel a ſenſible Concern inthe whole Body that 
profeſſesit, and'in all the Accidents that relate to 
it; then do we ſhew that we make thisto be, that 
which truly it is, a yſtery of Godlimeſs. 

But if weare only proud of our Religion, and 
factious about it; if it neither works on our Hearts, 
nor reforms our Lives ; it ' we grow neither the 
better nor the wiler for it; it on the contrary, 
it is only a Pretence to cover ill Deligns, and a 
handle to-manage Factions by ; if it makes us think 
that we may compound by.our Heat in point of 
Opinion, for our Coldnels in true Piety, and 
that Orthodoxy will atone for Immorality ; if 
we lay in fewel for our i]] Nature from it ; if we 
make uſe of it to ſerve every End, but that for 
which it was appointed of God; and ina word,if, 
inſtead of growing better by it,are really the worſe 
forit : Then hereis the moſt facal reverſing of the 
greateſt Deſign that ever was. 

In order to the examining the Truth of all this, 
it is neceſſary for us to conſider, what Impreſſi- 
ons have the various Scenes that we have ſeen, 
with relation to Religion, made upon us ? How 
did our apprehenſions of loſing it affe&t us > Was 
ic only with the ſenſe of a Party, and the anger 
of thinking that we were depreſſed, and like to 
be ill uſed ? Or did that Scene make us refle& on 
our Sins, that had rendred us unworthy of ſo great 
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a Bleſſing, and that had brought us ſo near the 
danger of loſing it : did we in all that time of 
Fear and Melancholly, turn co God, repent us of 
our Sins, and enter into ſolemn Vows of livin 
more ſuitably to our Religioa, if God ſhould be 
ſo gracious as to reſtore it to us ? Such a Prepara- 
tion as this, had made our Deliverance prove a 
double Bleſſing to us. 

And how have we received it ? has it been 
only with the joy of leeing our Enemies fall be- 
fore us, and of finding our (elves now come in for 
a turn in the Advantages of Fortune? Does this 
ſerve only to lift us up upon our Succels and Pro- 
ſperity, and to make us remember all Quarrels, 
and {o gratify Paſhon and Revenge ? Is our Eale 
and Abundance abuſed'into Luxury and Vanity ? 
Are our Hearts lifred up,or our Paſſions ſharpen- 
ed? and inſteadof parting with our oldSins,are we 
adding new ones to:them? If ourHearts, when fin- 
cerely asked by us; concerning all theſe things, 
tell us that they are-but'too true, 'then we need 
not wonder if we lee a ſtand made in the courſe 
of thoſe Bleſſings , which God has been hoJding 
forthto us, but that we have by our Sins not only 
ſtopr, but turned many of them to Curſes, We 
ought in that caſe toask'our ſelves, what have we 
done ? and wherein have we troubled [(rae! ?-It is but 
a Melancholly Comfort when a man-is full of fo 
er:0 E fad 
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fad a ſpeculation, to think that man is.ſo made, 
that it-ever was, and ever will be ſo. 

When the Chriſtian Religion in Conſtantine's 
time, became triumphant over all the Powers of 
Darkneſs, that had conſpired its deſtruction, and 
that afrer many Cruel Perlecutions, had fer on 
toot the laſt, that yas both the bloodieſt and the 
longeſt of all that had gone before it; in which, 
for ren years together, the Sword had been made 
drunk with the blood of the Saints ; and it was ſo 
firmly believed that the name of a Chriſtian was 
extinguiſhed, that Medals were ſtruck to perpe- 
ruate the memory of that Performance ; when , 
I ſay, the Chriftian Religion got out of all this, 
and had not only Edicts of Liberty in its favour, 
but was allo cheriſhed by the Kindneſs and Pro- 
tection of. Emperaurs ; Qne ſhould chave ex- 
pected that 2 Society which had:been ſo. long in 
the fire, asthey had been, muſt have<come out 


: of it freed from all its droſs ;: and that the Chri- 


{tians from the remembrance of the former Per- 
fecution, and the reflections on their preſent Eaſe, 
{ſhould have been (© full of a (enſe, both of what 
they bad. efcaped then, and what they enjoy- 
ed, that there ſhould have: been nothing, to be 
found among them, bur! Churches full of Devo- 
tion, Clergy-menagimated with Zeal, and Chri- 
Sans. that were an, honoux to their Profefliom: 
But 
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But how far was it from all this! Generally 
Ignorant and Vicious Men were promoted to 
their beſt and greateſt Sees, who fell into 
moſt Extravagant Diſputes concerning the: Dig- 
nity and Privileges of their Epiſcopal Sees. In 
Africk a Breach arole upon no greater matcer thatr 
this, Whether Cecilian, the Biſhop of Carthage, was 
ordained by men that had, during the Perſecu- 
tion, denied the Faith, or tot ? This was of 
no great Conſequence, if it had been true; and 
being a matter of fact that turned uport proof, 
the caſe was judged againſt Donatus, and his Par- 
ty, whocomplained'of Cecilian : but this did not 
ſtop the Breach,which-made ſuch a fatal progreſs, 
that almoſt in every Town in Africk there was a 
Church formed with a Biſhop over ir, that adhe- 
redto Donatws : andithe Diviſion continued above 
120-years, andat laſtgrew to'be a' matter of ſs 
violent ati Animoſfity, that much Blood was ſhed 
upon it : and they continued tor be deſtroying 
one another, till the Yandals broke in-upon thern, 
and conquered, and'conſumed them both. 

Ar the ſame time that this Diſpure' begart ar 
Carthage, another was'raiſed at Alexandria, occa- 
ſioned at firſt by ſome indiſcreet Words that paſ- 
ſed between Alexander the Biſhop, and' Arius ; 
whoſe Spirits being ſliarpned'againſt one atiother 
upon ſecret Reaſons, they aggravated ſotne mi- 

E. 2 {taken 


— 


32 ASermon Preached on Chriſtmas- Day 


ſtaken Expreſſions too far: as appears from the 
wiſeſt Writing of that Age, the Letter which 
Conſtantine writ to them upon this Occaſion : But 
this was carried afterwards fo far, that we may 
ſafely lay the Spirit and Power of the Chriſtian 
Religion was loft in the Diſpute. The Scandals 
iven by the ill Lives, not only of Lay Chri- 
ſlians, but even of the chief Biſhops of the Churh, 
and thoſe no leſs Scandalous Diſputes among 
them, brought much Shame and Infamy on that 
holy Profeſſion : which will ever ſuffer, when 
thole who pretend to it, are a reproach to it; 

In Concluſton, after a whole Age of God's 
long-ſuffering Patience and Forbearance, there 
fell on the Church, both in the Eaſt; and in the 
Weſt, a ſucceſſion of the terribleſt Plagues for two 
Ages together ,. that: is in Hiſtory :. One, Con- 
querour coming after another; and waſting what 
the former had left. And theſe brought on ſuch 
Famines and Peſtilences upon the whole Roman 
Empire , that all the Hiſtory of thole Ages is 
a continued Scene of Horror and Milery. 

Theſe are ſpeaking things, . and are ſet before 
us for our Terror, as well as for our [nſtrution ; 
to let us ſee what we ought to look for, if not 
warned by ſuch Terrible Examples, we ſhould ' 
ſill continue to, deſpiſe all the Methods of 
God's Providence, as well the ſeverity of: his 


Judg- 


L OE——_— 


before the King and Queen. 


33 


Judgments, as his Long-ſuffering Patience, and 
Forbearance towards us. 

If any had obſerved the Conſtancy- and Zeal 
that appeared in this Nation, for ſome years 
laſt paſt, when we ſaw our Religion in danger, 
and that ſcarce any could be prevailed on, ſo 
much as to give way, much leſs, ro concur or 
comply with the Deſigns that were then on 
foot; from thence, one that ſaw the matter at 
a diſtance, would have been tempted to think 
that we were full of Zeal for our Religion, ſince 
neither Hope nor Fear could work on any conſi- 
derable Number among us; and from thence one 
might have been led to conclude, That if God 
ſhould have delivered us from all that Danger, 
with a high and uplifted hand, and ſhould have 
prevented even our Hopes and Wiſhes, in giving 
us ſuch a quick and cheap Deliverance, as 1s 
without Example in Hiſtory ; That ar leaſt all 
People ſhould have received this with all poſſi- 
ble Acknowledgments; and that upon it, we 
ſhould all have confidered, what were the caules 
of our late Dangers, that threw us into them; 
and that we ſhould have agreed in this, That 
our Diviſions had been from-the beginning to the 
end, the. chief Foundation of all our Enemies 
hopes; that they had been ſet on, and ma- 
naged by them in-order to our Ruin; that no- 
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thing made our publick Councils ſo flow. and 
teeble, and that nothing did fo violently di- 
ſtrat the Minds of the People, as to lee us 
fo broken among our ſelves, etpecially in Mat- 
ters of Religion; and chat we ſhould have ftu- 
died to have healed all differences among our 
ſelves; and in Concluſion, that the Effects of fo 
great a Revolution, ſhould have been a viſible 
Reformation-among all Ranks and Conditions of 
People. 

But what ſhall be faid, it all this Change of 
Afﬀairs, has produced no other Change among, us, 
but for the worſe? If we are as bad as everin all 
reſpeRs; if Vices of all ſorts have-ſtill their free 
courle among us; and if thoſe Animorſities which 
were generally looked on for ſome years, as 
forgot, and extinQ,* are now revived with anew 
and greater heat; and if different Sentiments, 
whether with Relation-to Sacred, or to Tempo- 
ral Concerns, ſhould now diſturbus in ſo-unſea- 
ſonable a time, when the Eyes.of all the World 
are-upon-us, and- that all' Europe expeAs from 
hence, a- Deliverance- from a Tyranny, which 
has now lain ſo long: and: ſo heavy on it, All 
theſe-things are ſad-Indications of our great In- 
difterency inthe Matters of-Religion; that after 
alF the talk that-has been abont them, we either 
believe them-not, or at leaſt; conſider them not 

to 
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to be as they are indeed,the moſt valuable of all 
things. Bur letthe World think of thele things 
as they pleaſe, in them we ſee the Power, and the 
Wiſdom of God: And as Morality without Reli- 
gion, will be found to be bur a feeble Principle; 
and ſuch as will only conſtrain a Man to follow 
his latereſts, or art leaſt his Pride, which in that 
Language, is called Honour; ſo Religion in ge- 
neral, unleſs it is grounded on a Divine Reve- 
lation, will not have ftrength enough to hold, 
or govern a Man, it not having foundation 
enough for much Weight to be laid on it : and 
therefore here is a ſhore Reſolution of a good 
Man's Principles. He is perſuaded that God ſent 
down this Divine Perſon into the World, to 
declare to us the Will of God; and upon our 
following it, to aſſure us of the Pardon of Sin, 
ofthe Favour of God, and of Eternal Happineſs. 
Next upen his believing theſe things, he ſets 
himfelf to the ſerious performance of all that is 
commanded him by God; in doing which, he 
finds great inward joy in himſelf, {ince a mind 
reduced to. a calm and quiet ſtare, will feel as 
real a Complacency in all that is good, as the 
Eye feels in Light, or che Ear in Muſick ; from 
this ariſes in a.ggood Man, a. fecret Conkidente in 
God ; far as he feels that he is confortning hy 
felf ro his Will, ſo he grows allured of the Fa- 
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vour:and Love of that infinitely-good:Godsjous 
of: that there ſprings in a good mind;-;a perpetyg] 
ſolirce of :Joy:; he:is walking with God, and 
ever. delighting himſelt in him; and this' Joy 
gors far beyond Life, and all that is preſent ic 

oots out into: another World, and gives; him 
both: a proſpect of Eternity, and-alſo ſome cax- 
neſts of it. This is the ſtate of-a truly Godly 
Man, he feels himſelf happy, but rejoyces be: 
cauſe he believes he ſha]l be infinitely. more ſo; 
when he ſhall be in-a ſtate where he ſhall pet 
fetly comprehend :that, which is now to him 
the great Myſtery of Godlineſs; To which State, 
God of his infinite Mercy bring us, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen.  - 5 mig! 
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